
Introduction to The Holocaust

Steps to Genocide

1933 to 1945



holocaust (noun):

Greek word meaning “sacrifice by fire”

The Holocaust (proper noun):

The Holocaust was the systematic, 
bureaucratic, state-sponsored 

persecution and murder of 
approximately six million Jews by the 

Nazi regime and its collaborators.



genocide  (noun):
The crime of destroying a group of people 
because of their ethnic, national, racial, or 

religious identity

Nazi target groups:
Ethnicities: Jews  & Gypsies (Roma), 

Nationalities:  Slavs (Poles & Russians)

“Degenerates”:  homosexuals,

the mentally & physically disabled

Political rivals:  communists & socialists

Religions: Jehovah Witnesses  &  Jews

Asocials: Anybody else who opposed the Nazis



Genocide was NOT the first step!

Concentration Camp:

Upon their ascent to power on January 30,
1933, the Nazis established concentration
camps for the imprisonment of all “enemies”
of their regime. Sentences could be a few
months or a few years.





Concentration camp prisoners wearing triangles and inmate numbers. 



 Essential to Nazi’s 

systematic oppression 

and eventual mass 

murder of enemies of 

Nazi Germany 

 Slave labor moved 

them towards their 

ultimate goal-

“annihilation by work”

 What was taken from 

Jews was used to 

provide goods for the 

German People 



1. You cannot live 
among us as 

Jews.

2. You cannot live 
among us.

3. You cannot live.

Burning of Jewish books, 
including the Torah, 1934
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Prejudiced Attitudes:  Stereotyping

Discrimination & Harassment

Well-ordered, deep-seated 
Racism



anti-semitism (noun):

hostility toward or discrimination
against Jews as a religious,
ethnic, or racial group

You cannot live among us as Jews.



Hitler’s minister of propaganda, 

Joseph Goebbels, links love of 

Germany with hatred of the Jews



You cannot live among us as Jews.

Aryan race:
The Nazis believed that people of Northern

European ancestry – especially those with
blue eyes and blonde hair – were superior to
all other people

In 1933, there were 500,000 Jews who seemed
to threaten “racial purity”.



You cannot live among us as Jews.



The Power of Words…
• “The great masses of the people will more easily 

fall victim to a big lie than a small one”

• “How fortunate for leaders that men do not think”

• The victor will never be asked if he told the truth”

• “ I believe today I am acting in the sense of the 
Almighty Creator. By warding off the Jews I am 
doing the Lord’s work”

What do all these quotations have in common?



All were said by Adolf Hitler…



You cannot live among us as Jews.

Above:  “Juden Rause” (“Jews Get 
Out”),  Nazi children’s board game
A group at exit 2 are “off to Palestine”



How did they know who was Jewish?

• State of the art data 
processing was used to 
take a census in all 
German territory. Early 
on the Nazis included 
questions on religious 
heritage

• This machine allowed 
Nazi officials to tabulate 
huge amounts of data 
very quickly

German Hollenith  Machine 

– a subsidiary of IBM



You cannot live among us as Jews.

In 1934, Nazi scientists 
developed this kit, which 
contained 29 samples of 
human hair. 

Hair color also became a 
means to prove the 
supposed superiority of 
Aryans and the 
inferiority of Jews.



You cannot live among us as Jews.

On April 1, 1933, Hitler 
declared a one-day 
boycott of Jewish shops

Many German citizens 
voluntarily participated



You cannot live among us as Jews.

May 
1933, 
Jewish 
books 
were 
burned 
in public 
bonfires



You cannot live among us as Jews.

“The Nuremberg Laws” 
were passed in the 1930’s.  
Examples are…

•1935: Jewish newspapers 
could no longer be sold
•1936: Jews lost the right 
to vote
•1938: Jews had to 
surrender drivers’ licences 
& car registrations

Below:  Aerial view of Nuremberg, Germany, 
prewar period



You cannot live among us as Jews.

•By 1938, all Jews 
were required to 
carry I.D. cards
•Jewish passports 
& papers were 
marked with a “J”



You cannot live among us as Jews.



You cannot live among us.

Many Jews 
attempted to 
leave Germany.  
But many 
nations, 
including Great 
Britain, Canada  
& the United 
States  limited 
Jewish 
immigration

In 1939, 850 Jewish refugees attempt to enter 
British-controlled Palestine illegally.



You cannot live among us.

Ghetto:
Evacuating the Jews 
from Germany, the 
Nazis created  “Jewish 
Quarters” in most Polish 
cities and towns.  The 
ghetto was a section of 
a city where all Jews 
from the surrounding 
areas were forced to 
reside, surrounded by 
barbed wire or walls



Ghettos became transition areas, used as collection points 
for deportation to concentration  & death camps 



You cannot live among us.
By spring of 1941, conditions inside Poland’s Warsaw 
Ghetto were hellish:  Food was scarce, clothing consisted 
of old rags, and medical supplies were virtually non-
existent.  

Left:  Orphan 
sleeping in 
Warsaw  ghetto, 
1941



You cannot live among us.

In 1941, German Jews were taken into “protective 
custody” and deported to concentration camps, built in 
eastern Germany & Poland.  

Left:  Jews being 
deported from 
German city of 
Baden-Baden



You cannot live among us.
Jews  carried their few remaining possessions to train 
stations.  They were then transported in freight and cattle 
cars.  The trains lacked sanitation, food, water, and air.



• Concentration camps were built on railroad lines for 

efficient transportation 

• On arrival, all are given numbers- some have this tattooed 

on their arm

You cannot live among us.



Step 3:  You Cannot Live
Law for the Protection of 

Hereditary Health  

• Nazi policy to eliminate those 
“unworthy of life” (mentally 
or physically challenged) to 
promote Aryan “racial 
integrity”

• Policy halted in 1941 due to 
outcry within Germany

Einsatzgruppen

• (mobile killing units) had 
began killing operations 
aimed at entire Jewish 
communities in the 1930s.

• Thought to have killed as 
many as 1 million people in 
six months



You cannot live

Final Solution:

The code name for the plan to destroy 
the Jews of Europe.  In December, 1941, 
Jews were rounded up and sent to death 
camps in the East.  



You cannot live.
The SS (Hitler’s military organization) were put in charge of 
the day-to-day operations of the death camps.



You cannot live.

•SS Major General Reinhard
Heydrich prepared “a total
solution of the Jewish
question in the German
sphere of influence in Europe”.
•Blond and blue-eyed
Heydrich fit the “Aryan” ideal
•Ambushed by Czech
Resistance fighters near
Prague, Heydrich died on June
4, 1942.



You cannot live.

•SS officer Adolf Eichmann was 
given the task of implementing the 
“Final Solution”.  
•He organized the round-ups and 
the train convoys to the 
extermination camps
•Eichmann goals for the number of 
deaths in the extermination camps.
•Eichmann fled Germany for 
Buenos Aires after the war.
•In 1960, he was found, put on trial 
in Israel and hanged for his crimes. 



You cannot live.

Leader of the SS and head 
of all police forces, 
Heinrich Himmler spent 
much of 1943 
implementing the “final 
Solution” by using his 
control over the courts 
and civil service to 
advance the racial 
reordering of Europe.  



You cannot live.

Many SS guards claimed 
after the war that they had 
just “been following 
orders.”  
Rudolf Hoess, Commander 
at Auschwitz said, “We 
were all so trained to obey 
orders without even 
thinking....”

Left:  SS guards at Sobibor 
Death Camp, 1942



You cannot live
The sign over the entrance to  Auschwitz said “Work 
makes one free.”  However, Auschwitz was NOT a labor 
camp.   It was actually the largest of the death camps.



You cannot live



You cannot live

This pile of 
clothes belonged 
to prisoners of  
the Dachau 
concentration 
camp.  Most of it 
would be resold 
to German 
civilians.



You cannot live

•Most Jews 
believed 
they were 
going to 
labor camps
•Few 
believed 
the death 
camps even 
existed.



You cannot live

Mauthausen  labor 
camp at liberation 
in 1945.
Note how 
relatively well-fed 
and well-dressed 
the inmates look.



You cannot live

Compare the 
previous picture 
to this one 
showing the 
inmates of a 
death camp.  
Many who were 
not immediatedly 
taken to the gas 
chambers, died 
more slowly from 
malnutrition & 
overwork.



Once selected, you began the 

process of extermination

Your luggage would be left for collection later



Then you removed your valuables



Then you removed your shoes and clothes



Eyeglasses

Confiscated property from prisoners was kept in 
storerooms nicknamed “Kanada”.  The sheer 
amount of loot stored there was associated with 
the riches of Canada 



Then they removed your hair



Finally

• Prisoners were sent to gas 
chambers disguised as showers

• Zyklon B gas used to gas people 
in 3 – 15 minutes

• Up to 8000 people were gassed 
per day at Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
the largest death camp with 4 
operating gas chambers

• Gold fillings from victims teeth 
were melted down to make gold 
bars

• Prisoners moved dead bodies to 
massive crematoriums  



You cannot live

The gas chambers, disguised as showers, mainly used carbon 
monoxide and Zyklon-B.    To meet the daily death quota (goals), 
the SS guards gassed men, & women; the elderly & children.



You cannot live

Large industrial 
ovens were used to 
cremate the 
remains.  Jewish 
inmates operated 
the ovens under SS 
supervision.  



Major Death Factories

• Sobibor - 250, 000 

• Chlemno - 255, 000

• Majdanek - 360, 000

• Belzec - 601, 500

• Treblinka - 750, 000 – 870, 000

• Auschwitz-Birkenau 1,100, 000 – 1, 600, 000



Nearing the End of the War

 By 1945, the Nazis began 
to destroy crematoriums 
and camps as Allied troops 
closed in.

 Death Marches 
(Todesmarsche):  Between 
1944-1945, Nazis ordered 
marches over long 
distances.  Approximately 
250,000 – 375,000 prisoners 
perished in Death Marches.



You cannot live

“Inspite of everything I 
still believe that people 
are really good at 
heart”
- Diary of Anne Frank

In March 1945, 
Fifteen-year-old Anne 
Frank died at Bergen-
Belsen of typhus



You cannot live
1945, Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz.  Rudolf Hoess, Commander 
of Auschwitz, said, “Don’t you see, we SS men were not supposed to 
think about these things ... Besides, it was something already taken 
for granted that the Jews were to blame for everything.”   



European Jewish Population in 

1933 was 9,508,340



Estimated Jewish Survivors of 

Holocaust:  3,546,211



There were some revolts.

• In October 1942, the 
Sobibor armed revolt 
and escape attempt 
closed the camp.
• In October 1944, 
Auschwitz inmates 
revolted, but failed  to 
achieve their goal:  the 
destruction of the 
ovens & gas chambers.  



There were some heroes.

Oscar Schindler was 
German businessman 
who saved over 1,300 
Jews from the gas 
chambers by declaring 
them essential workers –
regardless of age or 
capacity to work.  



Alexander Bielski

The leader of the 
Bielski Brigade that 
rescued 
approximately 1,200 
Jews from Nazi 
execution in Belarus 
during World War II. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alexander_Zeisal_Bielski.jpg


There was some justice.

On November 22, 1945, the Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal began.



Justice at Nuremberg 

High-ranking SS officials were charged with:

Crimes against peace

Crimes against humanity

War Crimes

Of the 24 officials on trial, 12 were sentenced to 
hanging and the rest received life imprisonment



Justice at Nuremberg

The Nuremberg Trials set the 
precedent that national leaders could be 

held responsible for crimes against 
humanity.



There was a promise:  Never Again.
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